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More than that I find it difficult to say. There is
a well-authenticated anecdote of a railway porter
who, infuriated by a lady's repeated inquiries for her
trunk, exclaimed at last, " H'if yer was the h? elephant
as yer h'ought to be instead of the blooming jackass
that yer h'are, yer'd know where your trunk was soon
enough ": in the same spirit, though with no trace of
his exasperation, I say to the potential reader, "-If
you will do me the honour of reading what I have
written, instead of asking me to tell you about it, you
will know quite soon enough whether I have anything
to say which you, of your charity, may care to hear."